THE 
Ram's Horn ſounded Seven Times: 
BEING. A big 


Viſitation of Divine Love to thoſe Merchants of Babylon who 
have taken upon themſelves the office of Teachers among the 


people called BAPTISTS, whoſe mountain, built in their own. 


wiſdom, will be deſtroyed by the ſtone cut out of the mountain 
without hands (the wiſdom and power of God), with every other 
mountain in the kingdom of Babylon—The falſe Church ſhall 
fall, and the true Church be built again. <a 
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Giving a true account of what paſſed at a Meeting of Conference 


upon Water Baptiſm between J. PRoup and the AuTHOR, the 
25th of loth mo. 1787. Alfo an Anſwer to JoHN HuxT's 
pamphlet, written from a dream. Alſo a meſſage from the word 
of the Lord to the teachers among the people called BaPpTisTs 

likewiſe a ſhort reply to John "THEOBALD, with ſome remarks 
on JosEPH PROUD's pamphlet. ge: 5 


By JOHN BOUSELL 


Of the City of Norwich, a Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, and an Off- 


ſpring of the primitive Quakers. 


a tas ſought of them that aſked not for me : I am found of them 


« that ſought me not: I ſaid, Behold me, behold me, unto a 
« nation that was not called by my name,” —Iſaiah, Ixy, I. 


« Who hath heard ſuch a thing: who hath ſeen ſuch things ! 


« Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day! or ſhall a 
« nation be born at once! for as ſoon as Zion travailed, ſne 


« brought forth her children.” Iſaiah, vi. 8. 
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Ram's Horn ſounded Seven Times. 


PART HY; 


LETTER VL 


Received thy letter, Toſeph, and am not ſurpriſed at 
A the contents, but think if thou waſt to look over 
the copy of one thou didſt ſend me a little time fince, 
thou wouldſt be ſurpriſed at thy own inconſiſtency. 
In that letter thou writeſt, My dear brother, in 
the bonds of truth and love—W hen I conſider the 
number of years in which you have been connected 
with a certain people, I cannot but wonder at your 
readineſs to give up any thing that you are led to 
believe is wrong, and that you have perſevered with 
ſo much reſolution, as you have done, fo far, ac- 

- cording to your maſter's will; and I am the more 
confirmed in this not only by my heart, but the 
hearts of my brethren here, being ſo much united 
3 unto 
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unto you. One would think ſome would have made 
ſtrong objections to your ſpeaking among them, or 
would have found fault with or cavilled at what 
you might have ſaid; but not a word of all this; all 
ſeemed pleaſed and comforted ; this ſhows it is of 
God; Iam therefore convinced that our good Lord 
has ſome great and good ends to anſwer by our 
union of heart and union of ſervice too, and I am 
heartily glad you pay ſo great a regard to the bleſſed 
book of God, the ſacred ſcriptures.” Theſe are 
thy own words. Againin thy laſt letter thou writeſt, 
« [ cannot think you are ſent publicly to inſtruct 
men, nor to preach the goſpel; by what I have al- 
ready heard from you, I cannot think you have pifts 
any ways equal to ſuch a work as a ſpeaker in pub- 
lic; and as a writer you will never ſhine or be uni- 
verſally approved.” I anſwer, neither wilt thou, 
except thou writeſt more conſiſtently than thou haſt 
done to me. As to being univerſally approved, I 
ſeek not praiſe from men; take it all to thyſelf and 
welcome; the praiſes of men generally puff up 
thoſe who call themſelves ſpiritual men with ſpiri- 
tual pride, which leads them to diſpiſe others whoſe _ 
gifts they may conceit are not equal to their own: 
every good gift comes from God, the father of light, 
the fountain and well-ſpring of all our mercies both 
ſpiritual and temporal, whom I ſincerely defire to 
have the praiſe of all his works; it is only his own 
works can praiſe him ; thoſe that he creates, that he 
forms by his own ſpirit in the hearts of his obedient _ 
children, altho' theſe may be diſpiſed by the con- 

ceitedly wiſe of this world, yet in their Lord and 
maſter they find peace which the world cannot give 
or take away; this peace is more to me than all the 
opinions or praiſe of mortal man; the end of my 
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labour has been the honour of my Lord and maſter, 
and the welfare of the children of men ; thoſe who 
honour the Lord he will honour them, and favour 
with the lifting up of the light of his heavenly 
countenance upon them : my peace, faith Chriſt, 
to his diſciples, I give unto you not as the world 
gives. If Iam to judge the tree by its fruits, Joſeph, 
thou art of the {ſpirit of this world, whoſe breath 
blows peace one day and diſpleaſure another; the 
men of this world are like the waves of the ſea, I 
do not fay raging waves that caſt up mire and dirt. 
—T hou fayeſt in thy former letter, «© I conclude 
you were ſent of God, who had ſome great and 
good end to anſwer by our union of heart and ſer— 
vice In thy laſt letter thou adviſeſt me to abide 
amongſt the people called Quakers, altho' both thou 
and thy brethren were, but the other day, ſo much 
pleaſed and comforted—without advancing * any other 
ſubſtantial reaſon tban—“ that thou couldſt make 
nothing of me; but to thy own heart. I appeal ; 

for a man's own heart will tell him more than ten 
wile men. —Again, „thou thinkeſt thou might as 
well attempt to convert a Jew to Chriſtianity, as 
friend Bouſell to the inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt.” 
I believe it with reſpe& to what Zhou calleſt the in- 
ſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt ; except thou giveſt ſome 
convincing reaſons for thy concluſions.— Thou haſt 
aſſerted many things, but the proofs thou haſt left 
behind. I hope I ſhall be always willing to ſee with 
my own eyes the ground on which I travel: but, 
brother, I conclude I am a Jew ; I truſt, by the un- 


merited mercy of the Lord to whoſe praiſe I write 
it, I am a Jew inwardly, whole circumciſion is not 


in the fleſh, who worſhip God in tpirit and in truth, 


having no confidence in the fieth, in myleit, or my 
own 
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own performances, in ſpeaking, in praying, or in 
ſinging, in my own time and will; I leave all this 
to thyſelf ; alſo the making clean the outſide of the 
cup and platter, the going into water. —I am very 
willing thou ſhouldit be baptiſed and alto thy diſci- 
ples; I think it cannot hurt them if they do not 
place any unbecoming confidence in this carnal ordi- 
nance, which will not waſh away one ſin ; thou be- 
ginneſt on the wrong ſide of the tkin ; J am a diſciple 
of Jeſus Chriit, & hope by his help to obey his com- 

iand; that is, to make clean fir{t the inſide of the 
cup and of the platter, then the outſide will be 
clean alſo.— Hadſt thou witneſſed this, Iam nuſtaken 
if there had not been more ſincerity, more con- 
ſiſtency, and more integrity, in thy letters to me 
than appears to my view: I have again examined the 
weapons thou haſt been fighting me with, and I ſtill 
find them not like Paul's, which were ſpiritual; they 


are formed in error, pointed and hardened in il na- 


ture, and dipt in acrimony. Put off this armor of 
Saul's—thou canſt never prevail againſt the ſtron 
man, armed with this; nay, except Chriſt, the 
captain of the faints falvation, cloath thy foul with 
the armor of light, the enemy will prevail againſt 
thee: but thou ſeemeſt to ſet very little value on the 
light ot the ſpirit of God in thy ſoul; and while 
this is thy miſerable ſtate, while thou art in this 
ſtrong deluſion, darkneſs mult be thy dwelling place; 
as it is thoſe alone who walk in the light that can 
become the children of the light and of the day; 
thoſe that reject the fon of God in his appearance re- 
main in death; he that has not the {ſpirit of Chriſt 
is none of his; and know ye not that Chriſt Jeſus 
is in you, except ye be reprobates. This is old 
ſound doctrine, goſpel truths, There were ſome in 
Os e former 


1 
former days who, after they knew God, glorified 
him not as God; theſe became vain in their ima- 
ginations, their fooliſh hearts deceiving them 
Look to thyſelf, Joſeph; for the ſpirit of God 


ſearcheth deep things; yea, diſcovereth the inſide of 


men who have a torn of godlineſs, but not the 
power thereof; this feerns clearly to be thy inward. 


ſtate, which is the cauie thou art ſo ſoon given to 
change; from ſuch the diiciples are to turn away & 
to leave them to follow the imaginations of their 


own hearts. This is plain dealing, Joſeph; I do 


not ſeek either to pleale men or to do, to ſay, or to 


write, any thing, that I might have their praiſes. 
Thou adviſeſt me to continue among the Qua— 

kers, and do what good I can among them, 

and only ſpeak now and then in public as it 


may be agreeable to them. I conclude hence, Joſeph, 


that thy advice i confiftent with thy own conduct: 
by this, thou appeareſt to be a time-ſerver, a man- 


leafer. Preach and hold thy tongue when thou 


and thy hearers pleaſe ; with ſuch men and ways, 


do aſſure thee, in my maſter's name, he is not 


pleaſed; therefore J thall neither follow thy advice 
or example; but I hope I ſhall in humility wait up- 
on the Lord to know his holy will concerning me.— 
« I] am (faith the fon of God) the good ſhepherd of 


the theep; my Borg know my voice, and they fol- 


low me; I put them forth and go before them; the 


voice of the ſtranger they will not follow.” I can- 


nct, 1 dare not foilow the example and counſel thou 


giveſt, thou ſtranger to the voice of the Lord; unto 


whom, I fear, the wos belongs which was pro- 
nounced formerly againſt the talſe prophets, who 
took counſel, not or the Lord. and covered them- 


lelves | 
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ſelves, not with his ſpirit. Chriſt declared to his 
diſciples—“ Lo, I fend you as ſheep among wolves; 
be ye as wiſe as ſerpents, and as harmleſs as doves.“ 

He gave them power over ſerpents and ſcorpions, 
and over all the powers of the enemy; and told 
them if they drank any deadly poiſon they ſhould 
not be hurt thereby.—lI am a witneſs to theſe truths; 
the poiſon thou fent has not hurt me; my maſter 
ſent me with a meſſage of love to thee and thy hear- 


ers —and it thou hadſt been ſo happy as to have re- 


ceived the tender offers thereof, and thy foul had 
centered in this principle—() what good things 
were in ſtore for thee ; thou waſt very willing to re- 
ceive me for a little ſeaſon, as were the people alſo, 
and I do believe the heavenly bread that was caft 
upon the waters will be found after many days : the 
Lord's power is ſufficient to carry on his own work 
by mean and contemptible inſtruments, of which 
number 1 honeſtly acknowledge myſelf to be one. 
Thou haſt taken upon thee alſo to judge a whole 
ſociety, ſaying, © There is not one Quaker a mem- 
ber of the viſible church of Chriſt.” Pleaſe, in thy 
next, to give me thy reaſons for this concluſion. I 
do acknowledge myſelf to be one of the people cal- 
led Quakers, and am in unity of ſpirit with a living 
remnant among them fully convinced that the prin- 
ciples we profeſs are conſiſtent with truth and the 
ſcriptures. Give me thy reaſons why thou conclu- 
deſt that not one of theſe people is a member of the 
viſible church of Chriſt, and I will give them due 
weight. Know, of a wrath; O miſtaken mortal! 
the honeſt hearted, the men and women of integri- 
ty, that love, tear, and worſhip the Lord, Smog 
theſe people, are the true Iſraelites; take thou hee 
therefore what thou ſayeſt or Vriteſt neee 
them; 


Wa 


them; remember the teſtimony of one formerly 
concerning outward Iſrael—«* He hath not beheld 
iniquity in Jacob or perverſeneſs in Iſrael, the Lord 
his God is with him.” This do I teſtify of a truth, 
the Lord is among this people ; he owns them with 
his love, and cauſes the light of his heavenly coun- 
tenance to ſhine upon them in their folemn aſſem- 
blies: altho' in this time of outward proſperity many 
have departed from that ſimplicity which their fore- 
fathers walked in, there are a few yet left that have 
not bowed to Baal. The Lord brought this people 
out of ſpiritual Egypt in days that are paſt: they 
were, while moving under the influence of the poW- 
er of the ſpirit of the Almighty, as an army terri- 
ble with banners to the workers of iniquity ; the 
Lord gave them the ſtrength of an unicorn ; they 
couched, they lay down as a lion & as a great lion 
who ſhall ſtir them up? Bleſſed is he that bleſſeth 
them. It might be truly ſaid of them, ©* How 
goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, thy tabernacles O 
Iſrael; as the vallies are they ſpread forth, and as 
gardens by the river ſide; as trees of ſycamores 
w hich the Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees be- 
ſide the waters;” and my faith is, that the power of 
the Almighty will yet bring theſe his people out of 
captivity ; he ſhall pour the water out of the buck- 
ets upon his feed, and they ſhall be in many waters. 
It was the ſuffering ſeed of God in thy heart, and 
in the hearts of thy hearers, which I was ſent to 
viſit, to water with heavenly rain, as it pleaſed him 
who is the fountain of living waters to fill the cloud; 
thou waſt refreſhed thereby, and thy people alſo; 
for thou ſayeſt that youwere all pleaſed and comforts 
ed; but, alas! becauſe thou couldſt make no earthly 

advantage of me, I might return whence I came. 


Thou 


„„ 
Thou ſhouldſt remember the apoſtle's advice, „e to 
be careful to entertain ſtrangers, for ſome had en- 
tertained angels unawares. After thou hadſt receiv- 
ed me in ſo much good will, and believed the Lord 
ſent me c 4. is it not ſurpriſing thou ſhouldſt 
o ſoon turn thy tale, and breath the language of 
ill-nature reſpecting me. Thou ſayeſt I make the 
ſcriptures a {ccondary rule inſtead of the firſt, and 
while I ſet up the light within, an inward inſpira- 
tion, before the ſcriptures, I ſhall naturally be led 
to embrace or reject juſt ſo much of the Bible as 
may agree with my own judgement or inclination, 
Herein thou erreſt, and by words darkeneſt counſel ; 
for while I (or any other) take heed to the light of 
the ipirit of God and walk in it, I cannot err. It 
was the command of the ſon of God to his diſciples 
to walk in the light and tney ſhould become children 
of the light and of the day, in whom there ſhould 
be no cauſe of ſtumbling. O the darkneſs that 
Covers thy underſtanding is great! The cauſe is 
in thyſelf; thou haſt wilfully ſhut thy eyes ;— 
Read thy own words in public print 
« that ſpirit 
Without which none can heav'nly realms inherit.“ 
6c The Chriſtian prays to feel a deep concern 
For others good ; and for the ſpirit prays” 
To dwell within his foul and guide his ways.“ 


That grace which God in mercy gives to all: 
His grace or ſpirit is a ſpark divine | 
In every good man's ſoul, if not in thine; 
An emanation this from God alone, 
And ev'ry Chriſtian ſect its influence own; 
Whoe'er diſpiſeth it, inſults his M: ker, 
Whether tis found in Churchman or in n Quaker.” 


Joſeph 


SI 
Joſeph, who has bewitched thee, that thon 
ſhouldit not regard theſe truths, written by thy 
own hand? It is not becauſe men do, but becauſe 
they do not, take heed and obey the grace, the 
light, of the ſpirit of God and its divine inſpira— 
tion ; they pervert the Bible, and embrace or reject 
Juſt ſo much as may agree with their own judgement 
or inclination, Except men's minds are enlightened 
by the inſpiratioh by which the holy men of God 
wrote the {criptures, they are unto them a ſealed 
book. «© When the ſpirit of truth come (faith Chriſt) 
it ſhall lead into all truth.” Take heed unto it, it is 
the ingrafted word that is able to fave thy ſoul ; it 
is that word which was before words were written; 
it is the fountain, the head; the fountain is before 
the ſtreams, the ſun is before its beams. There 
were ſome to whom it was ſaid, * ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures, in them ye think to find eternal life; theſe 
are they (ſaith the ſon of God) that teſtify of me, 
but ye will not come to me that ye might have life; 
it is not the readers but the doers of the word that 
ſhall be juſtified.” —I own myſelf to be a member 
of the ſpiritual Iſrael, the people called Quakers, 
In my journey towards the land of Canaan, I was 
led to call in by the way and aſk thee, my friend, 
and thy family, how it fared with you; 
and J handed a little bread unto you as it was 
handed to me out of my maſter's treaſury ; you 
were comforted and I rejoiced with you, and my 
ſincere deſire is that your joy may be full: but I 
was not to enter into any affinity with the inhabi- 
tants of thy land thro' which I paſled, leſt I thould 
learn their ways; neither am I to worſhip any of 
their idols, or to ſerve their Gods; I was not to 
bow to the image which thou in thy own imagina- 
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tions haſt ſet up; and becauſe of this, thou haſt 
caſt me into the furnace of thy diſpleaſure ; herein 
I have been preſerved, thy fire has had no power, 
neither has a hair of my head been ſinged, nor my 
coat changed, norhas the ſmell of the fire pailed up- 
on me. Let thy language be ſimilar to one mighty 
in his own eſteem in paſt days, who ſaid, * Blefled 
be the God of Shadrach, Meſhach and Abednego, 
who hath ſent his angel, and delivered his ſervants 
that truſted in him, and have changed the king's 
word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not 
ſerve or worſhip any god except their own God: 
therefore I make a decree, that every nation, lan- 
guage, or people that ſpeak any thing againſt the 
God of Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, ſhall 
be cut in pieces, and their houſes ſhall be made a 
dunghill; becauſe there is no other God that can 
deliver after this ſort.” — Theſe truths, in great love 
and ſimplicity, are left to thy folid conſideration ; 
let not my labor be loſt upon thee, let not thy heart 

be as a ſtone upon which the rain makes no im- 
preſſion; I hope my labor in this way is completed: 
there has been a viſitation extended unto thee, a 
hand has been ſtretched forth for thy help ; let it 
not be ſaid of thee as of ſome others formerly— 
* Becaule thou ſayeſt I am rich and increaſed with 
goods, and have need of nothing, and knoweſt 
not that thou art poor, blind, miſerable, and 
wanteſt all things; I counſel thee to buy of me gold 
tried in the fire that thou mayſt be rich, and white 
raiment that thou mayſt be cloathed, and that the 
ſhame of thy nakedneſs do not appear. Behold I 
ſtand at the door and knock, if any man hear my 


voice and open unto me I will come in to him, and 


ſup with him, and he with me.” This is an inward 
ſupper, 


En 

ſupper, come and partake of divine heavenly bread and 
heavenly fleſh ; drink of the blood, partake of the 
life, virtue, and power of the ſpirit of God ; truſt 
no longer in the ſhadow, be no longer like a man 
that beateth the air, that catcheth nothing but wind. 

There are ſeveral parts of thy letter to me I 
would have thee apply to thyſelf; I think them 
beneath my notice to anſwer. I am miſtaken if thou 
wilt not find work ſufficient to reconcile thy own 
words and writings. --Before I take my leave of 
thee, let me, Joſeph, obſerve, thou knoweſt I did 
not enter into the borders of thy country without 
thy leave and approbation.—lI will be honeſt to in- 
form thee in what light I look upon myſelf—e'en as 
one of the leaſt officers in the army of the King 
of Kings, from whom I believe I received a com- 
miſſion to beat up for volunteers amongſt thy people, 
to invite them to come to the ſtandard of truth and 
righteouſneſs, which he has ſet up in the earth. I 
hope my labor will not be loſt. My next buſineſs 
ſeems to be to ſound an alarm upon thy mountain, 
to call thy people to come from thence to go with 
me to the mountain of the Lord, to the houſe of 
the God of Jacob, who will teach them of his 
ways.—The meſlage I have for thy people is to ad- 
viſe them no longer to put their truſt in thee (for 
what art thou, O man, to be accounted of, but to 
put their truſt in the Lord; for indeed the people 
are in a miſerable ſtate when they truſt in man, and 
| make fleſh their arm; my advice to them is no lon- 
ger to pin their faith upon thy fleeve ; no longer to 
have their faith ſtand in the wiſdom of words, but 
alone in Chriſt, the wiſdom, the power of God re- 
vealed in man, that eternal word unto which the 
ſcriptures bear witneſs, ſaying, © words will 1 0 
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teſtimonies will come to an end, but the word of 
the Lord endureth for ever.” 'Fhis is the rock, this 
1s the foundation, upon which the righteous have 
built in all ages; this is the word ih in the heart, 

written there by the finger of God; it was this 
word of faith the apoſtles preached ; it is the ſame 
divine word unto which the living miniſters among 
the Quakers labor to turn the minds of the people; 
to turn them from darkneſs unto light, from Satan 
unto God, who will bleſs the labor of his ſervants. 
My maſter will raiſe a fine army in this city, which 


ſhall fight valiantly under his banner; theſe ſhall 


blow the Lord's trumpet, and ſound an alarm upon 
the mountains of Babylon; her merchants thall 
mourn becauſe the people will buy of their wares 


no more. Look to thyſelf, thou ſon of duſt, and 
preach no longer for hire, or divine for money; 
obey the command of the ſon of God to his mini- 


iters, freely as you have received, freely give; it 


the Lord is pleaſed to make uſe of thee i in his fei vice, 


fear not but he will provide both for thee and thy 
family. 

I know not, Joſeph, but I muſt publich the let- 
ters J have written to thee: if my maſter's blefling 
go along with them, they will tend to the aw aken- 


ing of ſome of thy flock; 1 believe the good ſliep- 
"herd of Ifrae] will ſtretch forth the 5 of his 


love, and gather his ſheep off of thy barren moun- 
tain of an empty profetiion, and cauſe them to 10 


down in the green paſtures of life ; they ſhall thus 


inquire at wiſdom's gate“ Tell me where has 


ſcedeſt thy flock, and cauſeſt them to reſt as at 
noon day. —The enjoyment of the love of God is 


nore than can be expreſſed by man.— I bear this 
toſt imony once mor — That all Preaching, fingng 
and 


C 13:3 


and praying, in the will of man, is contrary to the 
will of God; I know not, and, indeed, I queſtion 
whether thou haſt a ear to hear, or an heart to 
underſtand theſe goſpel truths which have preſent- 
ed themſclves; they are written in fimplicity, in in- 
tegrity, without guile, without hypocriſy ; not in the 
wiſdom of man, as I am a ſtranger unto it; it is the 
fooliſh things of this world which the Lord hath 
choſen to confound the wiſe, and to bring to naught 
the underſtandings of the prudent in their own 
fight ; that no fleſh might glory in his preſence ; 
that the Lord's own power might appear more con- 
ſpicuouſly.... 775 . 
Thy truly well-wiſhing friend, who has not for- 
ſaken thee, but who has been forſaken by thee, with 
out juſt cauſe. My truſt is not in man but in the 
Lord; and while I am happily preſerved in this 
ſtate, I ſhall not be confounded, 


Norwich, 10 mo. 12th; ty. J. BOUSELL, 


LETTER 
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LET TE R VII. 


Eſteemed Friend Joſeph Proud, 
"On lines are to propoſe to have a public 


meeting of conference with thee, before th. 
people and others who chooſe to attend, on the ſub- 
Jet of Water Baptiſm. If thou art fully perſuaded 
thy practice is conſiſtent with the ſcriptures, and 
that Water Baptiſm is a ſtanding ordinance of 
Chriſt to his church, I am willing to give thee a 
meeting on this ſubject, being fully perſuaded to the 
contrary. I conclude, ſuch a conference, in chriſ- 
tian temper, raay tend to the information of the 
people. If this meets thy approbation, pleaſe to 
give me a line, the time and place. No one ſhould 
interfere between us. Let truth have the victory is 
the prayer and ſincere deſire of thy friend. If thong 
art perſuaded truth is on thy ſide, then gird thyſelf 
like a man, and ſtand forth in defenſe of it. Thou 
knoweſt not how many diſciples thou mayſt gain 
by theſe means. 85 . 
Farewell, thy real friend, 


JOHN BOUSELL, 


Tom, 15th, 1797, 


Thy anſwer within a week will oblige. 


A brief 


1 


A Brief Account of what paſſed at a Conference on 
WATER BAPTISM, on the 2 5th of the 10th 


mo. at the Baptiſt Chapel in Ber-ſireet, with 
Remarks on the ſame. 


O my propoſal in the foregoing 7th letter, 
1 Joſeph Proud wrote me for anſwer that he ac- 
cepted my challenge. pays 


Preparatory to our meeting John Hunt and Joſeph 
Proud, without conſulting me, put an advertiſement 
into the public papers, ſignifying where tickets were 
to be had. I was informed they meant to ſell them. 
I ſent them a letter to know the truth, and received 
for anſwer they did mean to {ell their tickets for 
12d. each to the gentlemen, and 6d. to the lower 
ſort of people. To me it appeared great meanneſs 
in them to attempt to obtain the people's money in 
this way. I therefore wrote them a letter, wherein 
I informed them I would not meet them except the 
people were admitted without any expence, and I 
would give my reaſons for it in the public papers. 
I informed them I was not a merchant of Babylon; 
I did not ſeek to grow rich by trafficking upon the 
waters, that is, the people. They pretended the 
money ſhould be applied to charitable purpoſes. I 
anſwered, whatever the pretence might be, the pub- 
lic would conclude it was a contrivance between us, 
and that they would think the money was for the 
parſon, & that I had a deſign to have a finger in the 
purſe, and that it would be a reproach to my Chriſ- 
tian profeſſion, a ſcandal upon me whilſt living, and 
upon my children after my deceaſe. I received an 
anſwer from John Hunt, expreſling his great diſplea- 
ſure at finding his deſign fruſtrated; and that he 


mould 
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ſhould for the time to come look upon me as an 
enemy to the poor, and to John Hunt, the poor 
man's friend, Covetouſneſs is the root of evil, aud 
from this evil grew the root of bitterneſs, the fruit of 
which 1s clearly diſcovered in two pamphlets that he 
and J. Proud have fince publiſned. I ſhall now give 
a true account of what paſſed at the above meeting. 
On the 25th of the 10th mo. with much difficulty 
I got into the houſe, many people ſtriving in vain 
to gain an entrance, Soon after I was there came in 
a ſtranger ; it appeared afterwards his name was 
Scott, and that he came from Chatteris in Lincoln- 
ſhire, about 60 miles diſtant; this man addreiJed 
himſelf to me very earneſtly to decline the diſpute z_ 
this I could not comply with; he then offered to 
be my moderator, to which I gave him no anſwer 
he then, without my defire, very officiouſly came 
and ſtood by me, ſpoke ſmoothly, and, being a 
| ſtranger, I did not know but he meant to be my 
friend. Joſeph Proud took his ſtation ; and Mark 
Wilkes (who calls himſelf a Miniſter ot the Goſpel, 
by what authority I know not), placed himſelf on 
his right hand. I then informed the meeting, that 
although I had unity with and believed that the 
principles which the people called Quakers profeſſed 
were conſiſtent with the ſcriptures, that they 
were not in the leaſt concerned in this undertaking, 
or accountable for my conduct that day, and that 
J muſt ſtand or fall by my own maſter.«—The rules 
being then read, J. Proud (as Tunderftood him) aſked 
me—whether the doctrines I maintained I meant 
to prove by the Bible? I laid my hand on it and 
ſaid, I did mean to prove the doctrines I believed 
in by that written law and leſtimony and if 1 


ſpoke not according to its language I bade them 
f believe 


„ 

believe me not. I then aſked him Did he believe 
Water Baptiſm to be eſſential to ſalvation? To my 
ſurpriſe (and I doubt not but it was a ſurpriſe to 
many there) he abſolutely refuſed to give me an 
anſwer to the queſtion, pretending he had no right ; 
as, he ſaid, it was beſide the preſent buſineſs. I 
then obſerved that if he did not believe Water Bap- 
tiſm to be eſſential to falvation—why did he plead 
For it? | 

I faidT was ready to give a reaſon concerning my 
faith ; and as men were careful to have a good title 
to their earthly eſtates, they ought allo to know 
upon what foundation their faith was built. —]. 
Proud then attempted to prove that Water Baptiſm 


was an ordinance of Chriſt, from Matthew 28 ch. 


18 and 19 v. And Jeſus ſpake unto them ſaying, 
all power is given unto me in heaven and in the earth, 
go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptiſing 
them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt.” From this paſſage he argued— r hat Chrij! 
commanded his diſciples to baptiſe; they aid baptije 
with Water; therefore Water Baptiſm was an ordi— 
nance of Chriſt. To ſtrengthen this argument he 
declared, no man ever did or could baptiſe with the 
Holy Ghoſt and with fire. He allo mentioned the 
Eunuch's being baptiſed by Philip. To which 
I anſwered—l acknowledge ſome of the apoſtles did 
baptiſe with water : the apoſtle Paul baptiſed a 
tew—but he thanked the Almighty he had baptiſed 
no more—he declared he was not ſent to baptile, 
but to preach the goſpel. As it is evident that Paul 
baptiſed not by common, but by permiſſion only, 
probably this was the ground of the other apoſtles 
conduct in this matter. I faid to J. Proud - Thou 


aſſerteſt that Water Baptiſm is an ordinance of 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt—if it be an ordinance, a decree, a law, or 


ſtatute - prove that ordinance by an expreſs com- 
mand from Chriſt to his diſciples to baptiſe with 
water, and I will give up the point.—I obſerved, 
when it pleaſed the Lord to give laws to his people 


Iſrael, they were clear, there was no room left to 
doubt his will concerning them. 


I opened the bible to read part of the < chap. of 
Matth. intending to ſet forththe ground of that bap- 
tiſm by which ſalvation was to be experienced.—As 
J was about to read the tenth verſe ( And now alſo 
the axe is laid to the root of the tree, therefore 
every tree that bringeth forth not good fruit is hewn 
down and caſt into the fire”), Mark Wilkes very 
abruptly, if not rudely, called out—we ſhall not 


ſit here to hear you preach, Mr. Bouſell. I an- 


ſwered, I thought he had been a man of more un- 
derſtanding than not to diſtinguiſh between preaching 
and reading the ſcriptures.— I obſerved the eyes of 


many were upon us. I adviſed them to behave like 


Chriſtians. The people ſeemed to reſent this con- 
duct in Mark ; ſome called—turn Mark Wilkes out. 
Being thus interrupted, I was deprived of the op- 
portunity of explaining this paſſage, which, by the 
fimilitude, the people might clearly underitand the 
meaning; as in the outward creation, the ground 
that is overſpread with evil weeds, with briars and 
thorns, mult firſt be cleared and prepared to receive 
the good ſeed ; that this paſſage could not be un- 
derſtood in a literal ſenſe ; the Lord did not ſend 
His ſon to to cut down the trees in the outward 
creation; it has therefore a ſpiritual meaning, and 


relates to an inward work; that every evil muſt firſt 


be removed out of the heart: for the heart in its 
natural ſtate is deceitful, and deſperately wicked 


who 


(-19 3 
who ſhall know it ? It is the Lord that ſearcheth the 
heart, and by his ſpirit diſcovereth to man what his 
thoughts are ; and its only as man humbles himſelf 
under the mighty hand of God, and ſubmits to the 
work and operation of his good ſpirit. I fay there 
is no other way for mankind to be ſaved, but by 
ceaſing to do evil, and by divine help learning to do 
well. Redemption i is the removing of fin, for this 


end the ſon of God was mabifeſted, that he might 


deſtroy the works of the devil in man—the ſon of 
God is come in {pirit, as I obſerved to the people. 
The teſtimony of John is—* I indeed baptiſe you 
with Water, but one that cometh after me, who is 
mightier than J, he ſhall baptiſe you with the Holy 
Ghoſt and with fire.” I ſaid that John was as 
a bright and morning ſtar, was the forerunner, 
the ſervant that came before the maſter, whoſe bap- 
tiſm was a figure, a ſign ; but the baptiſm of 
Chriſt was the baptiſm we were to witneſs, 

I read the 3d chap. of Malachi, verſe 1.—< Be- 
hold 1 ſend my meſſenger, he ſhall prepare my way 
before me” (this appears to me to point forth John 


the Baptiſt); and the Lord whom ye ſeek” (this 


was Chriſt thc ſon of God) «« ſhall ſuddenly come to 
his temple” (the heart of man is the temple of the 
Lord), “ even the meſſenger of the covenant whom 
ye delight in--behold he ſhall come, ſaith the Lord; 

but who may abide the day of his coming, and 


ſtand when he appeareth, for he is like a refiner's 
fire, and like fuller's ſoap, and he ſhall fit as a refi- 


ner and purifier, of ſilver, and he ſhall purify the 
ſons of Levi and purge them as gold and filver, and 
they ſhall offer unto the Lord an offering in righte- 
_ouſneſs,” This paſſage clearly fets forth the work 
pt. the power of the "yy ſpirit of God in the 
Ou 
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foul, Man muſt be waſhed, cleanſed, purged, and 
purified by the ſpirit of God. The light of Iſrael 
is as a fire, and the holy one as a flame, to burn, and 
conſume every evil in the heart, and to make it be- 
come as the good ground in which the Lord, the 
heavenly huſbandman, will ſow the good ſeed of 
the Kingdom in which he will plant his holy, noble, 
precious plant, and cauſe it to bear fruit to his pruiſe. 
Il obſerved the Apoſtle Peter declared that baptiſm 
that now ſaveth was not the putting away of the 
filth of the fleſh, it was not Water Baptiſm. 

J. Proud called out—Water Baptiſm was not 
mentioned. acknowledged it, but obſerved I had 
a right to draw ſuch a concluſion from the text —]. 
Proud finding 'he could not prove Water Baptiſm 
an ordinance of Chriſt, from any command from 
 kim—he mentioned that Chriſt was baptiſed by 
John I acknowledged it, as he declared it became 
him to fulfil all righteouſneſs. 1 ſaid he was alſo 
circumciſed, and J hoped he would not infer that all 
we that were preſent ought to be circumciſed alſo.— 
Joſeph Proud having ſpun up the threads of his ar- 
gument he in great diſpleaſure called out he would 
diſpute no Janger with a man that wanted common 
ſenſe®. The people reſented this treatment; it was 

e | 9 
*. Proud, in the year 1786, wrote an anſwer to a pamphucs 
put tourth by a youth. —]In page 14, he ſays— 

4 Firſt as friend Bouſell's “ void of comms 4 nſe, 

« He, being wiſe, will write in his defence. 

« Preſumptuous youth, how arrogant and bold, 

« Thus to condemn th' experienc'd and the old, 

« Whoſe general conduct muſt to every mind, 

* Prove ſuch a charge as falſe as *tis unkind; 
« Enough 


E 


too much for his friend Wilkes, who ſaid— This 
is too bad, as did alfo his friend Scott. I obſerved 
that abuſe was not fair argument—their conduct 
that day was not like Chriſtians, and if he would 
not confer any longer, I would meet him in print. 
I then ſaud—thou beginneſt on the wrong ſide of the 
ſkin, Brother ; thou art for making clean the outſide, 
when the command of Chriſt to his diſciples was to 
make clean the inſide of the cup, then the outſide 
would be clean alſo, This touched him to the 
quick; but he could not help himſelf. —T put him in 
mind of his own unfair weapons. The champion 
. Proud then mounts the ſtage, throws down the 
gauntlet with the ſpirit of Goliah and bids defiance 
to the armies of Iſrael, the people called Quakers. 
He ſaid he was ready to meet any gentleman amongſt 
them, to diſpute upon that or any other religious 
ſubject; but he would never diſpute with his friend 
Bouſell more. 
The Parſon at my left had wanted much to mount 
the roſtrum. He firſt applied to me to ſpeak to the 
people to be ſtill. I told the people there was a 
man had ſomething to ſay to them, if they were 
quiet. I muſt confeſs, conſidering what a great 
number there were preſent, they behaved well, as 
did the man of the houſe—who ſatin the pulpit all 
the time, for he ſpoke not one word to my know- 
ledge. I donbt not but he and his worthy wife 
were grieved to the heart to find that their poor Le- 


vite 
« Enough his ſenſe to live with reputation, 
« And act with credit in his occupation, 
« And (what I'd gladly ſay of you) to be 
* An uſeful member of ſociety. 
6 Yea, ſenſe enough to heartily deſpiſe 
% Reviling, ſcandal, infamy, and lies.“ 
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had profeſſed a deal, and proved nothing, except 
that I was a fool, and himſelf an uncommon wile 
man. 

The time being now come for the ſtranger to 
mount the pulpit, (as he ſaid) to preach a ſermon, I 
adviſed him to let it be ſhort; he anſwered it ſhould. 
Before he took his text, he gave me a high charac- 
ter (I with he was not miſtaken at firſt ſetting out); 
he faid he believed I was a very. honeſt man, and 
none could lay a finger upon my conduct, and alſo 
he believed I had the glory of God and the good 
of fouls in view, — The laſt words I gave him credit 
for. IL. did not want to have a finger in any man's 
purſe, neither my paw upon any ſheep's back, 
fat or lean. This work I left entirely to him, and 
his two fellow labourers, Mark Wilkes and Joſeph 
Proud. hope reader thou wilt excuſe theſe few re- 
marks, as, according to my friend Proud's teſtimony, 
I want common ſenſe.—-I hope thoſe into whoſe 
hands this book may fall will have ſenſe ſufficient 
not to be diſpleaſed with this labour of love, which 
I could not avoid, after I had given an expectation 
to the people, to give an account of what paſted at 
that meeting. 2 88 | 

To return—the parſon took his text, made a poor 
hand of it, came a great way to a little purpoſe. He 
engaged at firſt ſetting out not to meddle with the 
ſubject in debate, he forgot himſelf and touched a 
little on that point. I faid, brother, do not meddle 
with Water Baptiſm ; he ſaid he would not. When 
he had done, there appeared a little in my view to 
drop to the people. I ſtood up to ſpeak but J. 
Proud put forth a hymn. I ſtood up again, and 
obſerved my friend above had his time, and J. 
Proud had put forth his hymn; I thought I bad Ra 

| | right 
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to be heard in a few words ; to which, although 
very unwilling, they ſubmitted. The ſubje& was, 
that, that great power who laid the foundations of the 
deep, who ſet the earth upon its pillars, was about 
to ſet up the ſtandard of trath and righteouſneſs in 
the earth; inviting them to come unto it; to come 
to the banner of the Lord, to enliſt into his ſervice ; 
as they became his fervants, his children, his power 
would ſurround them, deliver them out of evil, 
prepare them for a kingdom where the morning ſtars 
{ing together, and the ſons of God ſhout aloud for 
joy.—Here the meeting ended—whether to the edi- 
fication, comfort, or conſolation of the people in 
general, I can not take upon me to fay : — I may 
honeltly confeſs I was glad I got fafe home. When 
I conſidered the company I had been in, I thought 
of that paſſage of Paul's, wherein he ſaid he had 
fought with beaſts at Epheſus. I ſhould take it kind 
of any of thoſe three learned perſons, who ſtood in 
a rank on my left hand, to inform me, as I do not 
underſtand Hebrew, or hardly Engliſh, what ſort 
of beaſts theſe were the apoſtle ſpeaks of, whether 
it was a leopard, a bear, or a wolf, or three wolves 
in ſheep's cloathing ; as Chriſt told his diſciples he 
would ſend them as ſheep among wolves. This I 
ſhould take kind at their hands; indeed they ſhould 
inform the ignorant. I ſcarcely know how to bear 
with myſelf in writing in this manner. I know no 
excuſe I can make, except to put the reader in 
mind how the honeſt prophet ſerved the prieſts of 
Baal. He bid them cry aloud to their God, perad- 
venture he might be aſleep, or gone a journey. 
They were fierce and cut themſelves, but all to no 
purpoſe ; they had held out that Baal was God; 
but when the people found there was no lifein him, 
1 7 as 
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as it appeared when he came to the trial, the prophet 
laid he is a God, that is, he was their God, either 
he is talking, or he is on a journey, or peradventure 
he ſleepeth, and muſt be waked. O the ſad ſtate 
theſe poor deluded prieſts were in, when their foun- 
dation upon which they had been building, was 
diſcovered in the face of the people to be nothing but 
mere ſhow, a ſhadow, a form, without the leaſt 
| Power to fave them from the diſpleaſure of the Al- 
mighty.—They profeſſed or preached until mid-day 
was paſt ; it ſeems they were long winded, as many 
are in this day: they preach and pray a long time to 
very little purpoſe, either to themſelves or their 
hearers ; they called to their God hear us, but he 
anſwered not ; there was no voice : they leaped up- 
on the altar that was made, yea they cried aloud 
again, and were very noiſy, and cut themſelves, 
after their manner, with knives and lances, until 
the blood guſhed out (that's more than the prieſts 
will do in this day). Remember this paſlage all ye 
preachers under every name, and know of a truth, 
tor this teſtimony I bear, that all preaching, praying, 
& ſinging, in the time & will of man, and not un- 
der theimmediate influence of the power and witdom 
of the ſpirit of God, is but will-worſhip and 
feigned humility, is an abomination, is but as a ſtink, 
inſtead of a ſweet-ſmelling ſacrifice holy and ac- 
ceptable unto him, Bear with me, for this 1s but a 
{mall part of the portion that belongs unto you who 
are members of that dead body, which is made of 
mixed metal, of gold, filver, braſs, and iron, his 
feet part iron and part clay; this is the weakeſt 
part thereof; it ſeems good in the ſight of him in 
whom is all power to ſmite firſt this image, which 

the inhabitants have been bowing down unto and 
5 e 1 Woyrſhiping 
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worſhiping, as God, the ſtone cut out of the moun- 
tain without hands, ſmote the image upon his feet. 
Look to yourſelves, you who go under the name 
of Baptiſts, for your ſmall mountain ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed ; this mountain is not of the Lord's, but 
your own making; you are ſeen in the light, you 
are invited to come and behold the brightneſs 
of the ariſing of the ſun of righteouſneſs, who is 
ariſing with healing under his wings; truſt no longer 
in man, but let your dependence be alone upon 
God; believe in his ſon the lamb; know of a 
truth that 'tis only thoſe who walk in the light of 
the lamb of God can be ſaved. While | write theſe 
things, I feel the love of my heavenly father to flow 
towards you ſincere hearted that go under this name; 
join in with the viſitation that is this day ex- 
tended towards you through a poor, weak, fooliſh 
inſtrument; the Lord will ſend by whom he 
pleaſes. As we are drawing to a concluſion of the 
meeting, which was peaccable ; the greateſt diſtur- 
bers that day being two of the pariſons, as he who 
was exalted, if he did no good, I hope did not 
much harm. He had an opportunity of expoſing 
himſelf, as I was credibly informed after meeting 
(for being under the pulpit, I did not ſee him), in his 
ridiculous poſture of lifting up his eyes and hands, 
withthe bible towards the ceiling - whether he ima- 
gined heaven was there, I know not; I leave this 
remark as a caution to all that profeſs themſelves mi- 
niſters of Jeſus Chriſt, while in the exerciſe of their 
gift, if they have any, to avoid all ridiculous unbe- 
coming behaviour, not to act like merry andrews 
upon the ſtage ; it is by the tongue of man inſtruc- 
tion is conveyed, nct by the feet or hands, or by 
9 throwing 
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3 
throwing up of th2 head. Theſe truthi 1 have 
written in integilty, in fimplicity, without guile, 
or hypociiſy, or diſſimulation, having not ſente to 
learn theſe eraftmeltes, J leave this buſineſs to men 
of letters, to men that are deep {killed in logic, 
who can perſuade thoſe who have not ſight, that 
black is white, error is truth, darkneſs is light, the 
ſhadow is the ſubſtance, the form is the power; my 
prayer is for ever to be delivered out of the hands of 
theſe deceivers, they have no habitation in the king- 
dom of God, "wit owns not them tor his ſervants ; 
they have not entered by the right door into the 
{hcepfold, ſo are no better than tnieves and robbers, 
ho fleece but adminiſter no ſubſtantial food to the 


flock. 


A Meſſage from the word of the bk to thoſe that 
Call eee miniſters of Chriſt, that have 
taken upon themſelves the office of teachers a- 


mong the people called Baptiſts. 


My anger is kindled againſt you, ſhepherds, faith 
the Land you have pot ſtood in m y counſel, you 
have not waited in humility to know my will con- 
cerning you; you have covered yourſelves, and not 
with my ſpirit, and taken counſel, and not of me, 
faith the Lord. The time is come wherein your. 
foundations ſhall be proved, You have taken upon 
you the title of miniſters, & embaſſadors of Chritt, 
who has not ſent you: you obey not his commands 
which he gave to his Miniſters Freety give as 

yu have freely received”, You are 1n the lame ſtate, 

as ſome formerly, who fought 55 gain from their 
quarter, who ran when 1 the T Lord did not fend 
them, who propheſyed when 1 had not f poken un- 
| WD 


( 221 
to them. My call this day is unto you thro' my 
tervant ; turn unto me with full purpote of heart; 
deceive not the people any longer thro' ſpecious pre- 
tenſions; come off the exalted mountain of an 
empty profeſſion; come to my power, faith the 
Lord” move not without it; 1 peak no longer to the 
people in your own will and time, words you have 
ſtolen from your neighbour, ſaying, thus ſays the 
Lord, when I have not ſent you, you appear to your 
deluded followers in your warm zeal, to fetch fire 
down from heaven in the fight of men, which are 
only ſparks of your own kindling blown up by the 

breath of your own imaginations, and carnal con- 
ceptions ; all your preaching, praying, and finging 
in your own will and time, is but will worſhip and 
feigned humility, is but a ſtink in my noſtrils, and 
an abomination i in my fight, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. 
The hour is me wherein I will open the eyes of 
many to behold acceptable worſhip ; it is not in the 
mountain that you have made with your own hands, 
formed by your own wiſdom, and not by my power 
and wiſdom, faith the Lord: you are a part of that 
dead image, whoſe brightneſs appears excellent, 
whoſe form appears terrible, whoſe head is as fine 
gold; his breaſt and arms of filver, his belly and 
thighs of braſs, his legs iron, and his feet part iron 
and part clay. This image is a true repreſentation 
of the e the children of men have ſet up in 
this age; a dead form of godlineſs, e no 
"ſpiritual life to the beholders thereof ; it appears 
terrible and excellent to the kings of 5 . to 
thoſe called Biſhops, both teachers and hearers, 
great and ſmall, have bowed down unto it: the great 
and mean men have humbled themſelves before this 
image, made by the hands of cunning g workmen, 6 
3 | * "this 
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( 28 ) 
the ſkill of human wiſdom and contrivance, and not 
formed by my wiſdom and power, faith the Lord, 
the mighty God of Iſrael, who inhabits eternity, 
and dwells in the high and holy place, whoſe eye 
beholds the ſecret workings of that ſpirit that can 
form and transform itſelf into the likeneſs of an 
angel of light, that were it poſſible it would deceive 
the very elect, my children, my fervants, faith 
the Lord, who has all power in his hands to deſtroy 
the works of the children of men; as iron is 
ſtronger than clay, ſo is the wiſdom of God to the 
wiſdom of man; as iron cannot mix with clay, fo 
neither can the wiſdom of God with the wiſdom of 
man. The time is come wherein the power of the 
_ almighty will work in a wonderful manner; the 
ſtone cut out of the mountain, without hands, with- 
out the help of man, will ſmite this image upon 
his feet that are of iron and clay, and break them to 
pieces. Look to yourſelves you teachers of the peo- 
ple called Baptiſts, for the Lord will by his almighty 
power, break in pieces not only the iron and the 
clay, but allo the braſs, the filyer, and the gold, 
yy it becomes like the chaff of the ſummer threſh- 
ing floor, which the wind carrieth away, until 
there be no place found for it. Read, and pray to 
the moſt high to give you wiſe and underſtanding 
hearts, remembering the natural man, let his know- 
ledge be ever fo great in human affairs, cannot 
find out God; except man's underſtanding is open - 
ed into the myſteries of the kingdom of life, light 
and love, by the inſpiration of the ſpirit of the Al- 
mighty, by which the holy men of God wrote-the 


ſcriptures, they are unto him a ſealed book; it is 


by the ſpirit of God alone, who is called the lion of 
the tribe of Judah that can looſen the ſeals, & open 
the 


OY TW] 
the book of life, and give underſtanding to the 
Lord's humble dependent children to read therein. 
Read and underſtand what the Lord is about to do 
in the earth, the ſtone that ſmote the image became 
a great mountain, and filled the earth. In the days 
of theſe kings will the God of heaven fet up a 
kingdom which ſhall never be deſtroyed, and this 
kingdom ſhall not be left to other people, but ſhall 
break in pieces and deſtroy all theſe kingdoms, and 
it ſhall ſtand for ever. Believe me, in informing 
you, my great Lord and good maſter will ariſe in his 
ancient power, the dread of him who is the dread 
of nations will fall upon the mountain of Jacob, 
and they ſhall become as duſt ; the Lord will work 
a work in your days, the ear that heareth thereof 
ſhall tremble, the ſinner in Sion ſhall be afraid, 
and fearfulneſs ſhall overcome the hypocrite ; but 
the poor in ſpirit ſhall rejoice in the God of their 
ſalvation, let his ſituation in life be as it pleaſes the 
governor of the earth to place him. Proſperity and 
adverſity are in the hands of the Lord, he gives and 
takes away, he rules in the armies of the heavens, 
and does as he pleaſes among the inhabitants of the 
earth ; there are no bounds to his power,therefore 
humble yourſelves before him; 'tis only the humble 
he teaches of his ways, and the meek he guides in 
judgement ; cauſing all thoſe that love him to inhe- 
rit ſubſtance ; theſe he fills with the riches of his 
love out of his heavenly treaſury ; to theſe he 
reveals the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, of 
life, light and love; that every foul who reads this 
teſtimony (given forth under the influence of the 
love of my heavenly father) may experimentally wit- 
neſs it, is the fervent prayer of their ſincere Friend, 
rY _ JOHN BOUSELL. 


Written on the 2 th of the 10th mo. 178, after I returned from the meeting of chf 
rence with Joſeph Proud upon Water Baptifm. | | 
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Anſwer to John Hunt's Pamphlet. 


de To ſubvert a man in his cauſe this Lord ap- 
Proveth not. 


BOUSELL anſwers, to apply this text to him is 
unjuſt, as he has not attempted to ſubvert J. Hunt 
(or Joſeph Proud) in the cauſe of truth. To con- 
demn the innocent unheard, without the leaſt proof 
of guilt, is an abomination to the Lord, and to all 
men of integrity, who do as they would be done un- 


to; the tree is to be known by its fruits; an evil 


tree cannot bring forth good fruits; make thy tree 

good, doctor, then the fruits will be good allo. 

I dreamed laſt night J had hired a cellar of thee; 

bat was a complaint that the floor wanted repair- 
, I took up ſeveral boards which proved decayed, 

ma. as it appeared it would be a conſiderable ex- 

pence to lay a new floor (for the whole of the old 


was evidently rotten), I ſay I thought it unreaſonable 
that I ſhould be at the expence to repair thy build- 
ing,—When the boards were taken up the ſtuds ap- 


Pe cared rotten alſo. What inſtruction am I to gather 


from this? Is it not neceſſary for thee to examine up- 


on what foundation thou art ſtanding? This brings to 


my remembrance the ſtate of a very high profeſling 


people whilſt Chriſt Jeſus was perſonally on earth | 


—the Phariſees, Who, looking upon him with 


% 


EF: 
evil eye, often found fault with his diſciples eon- 
duct about trifles, ot plucking of ears of wheat 
on the {ſabbath day, and their eating with un 
waſhed hands ; and as they could procuce no law 
or commandment for this, they faid it was con- 
trary to the tradition of the elders. The tradition- 
al chriſtians in this day are very tenacious about 
matters of indifference. Bring this home all ye 
who plead ſo much for dipping into the element 
of water, under a pretence of its being an ordi- 
nance of Chirſt. I call upon you to prove it by 
any expreſs command from Chriſt to his diſci- 
ples, without inferences which may be either true 
or falſe; be not contented with the outſide ſhow, 
with the ceremony and form, but come and ex- 
perience the ſubſtance, the power of the {pirit of 
God, to cleanſe you trom all dead works, that you 
may ſerve him in newnels of life, as circumciſion 
availeth nothing or uncircumcilion, neither doth 
baptiſm, or not being baptiſed with water avail 
any thing; but man muſt be born again of 
water, and of the ſpirit ; he muſt be regenerated, 
and become as a little child, before he can enter the 
kingdom of God; the foul of man muſt ex eri- 
ance a being baptiſed with the Holy Ghoſt, and with 
fire; he muſt witneſs for himſelf the word of the 
Lord, which is as a fire, to purify, to purge away 
the tin and the droſs and the reprobate filver, that 
the ſoul may become as pure gold, prepared to re- 
ceive the impreſſion of the heavenly image, the 
image of holineſs; without holineſs no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord; the foul of man mult be baptiſed in- 
to Chriſt, that is, he mult be plunged and dipt in- 
to bis name, which is the power of God, and 
thereby made partaker of his heavenly nature. Fa 
wa | P 


Q 32) 

To return again to thy text, doctor, to ſubvert 

a man in his cauſe muſt be very wicked, if his 
cauſe be good; to overturn and overthrow, to ſub- 
vert government, I ſay if the kingdom be good ſuch 
men ought to be ſecured, brought to a trial, and if 
found guilty, to have their due reward of puniſh- 
ment, as a warning to deter others. And wilt thou, 
John Hunt, hold me (a poor little harmleſs Iſraelite) 
forth to the public as guilty of ſuch crimes ? I hope 
they will be endued with more prudence than to 
give thee credit, except thou can bring ſome ſub- 
ftantial proofs. The law of our land allows every 
man to be innocent until proved to the contrary—he 
is to be tried by twelve impartial men ; yea, and 
after he is found guilty, the poor priſoner is afked 
what he has to ſay before ſentence ispaſied upon him. 
How the public will bear thy conduct, being ſa 
contrary to law and juſtice, I am not able to deter- 
mine; to take upon thee the office of a judge and 
jury, to condemn without the leaſt trial, then to 
be the whipper and executioner allo, doctor, mult 
lay thee down exceeding low in the eſteem of judi- 
cious men and women. Iam a free-born Engliſh- 
man as well as thyſelf, have as great a right to 
look to the juſt laws of my country for protection in 
perſon, in my property, and alſo in my character 
and reputation, which is as dear to me as others. 
I do declare thy judgement is unjuſt, thy conclu- 
Hon without proof. I am a man fearing God, and 
a hater of covetouſneſs ; I dare not attempt to ſub- 
vert any one in a cauſe that is juſt and right. Re- 
member the great charges that were brought againſt 
the followers of Chriſt (who were ſent as ſheep 
among wolves), as though they were peſtilent fel- 
lows, turners of the world upſide WW WO | 
TOE eſe 


. 
theſe ſervants of the Lord done? Let us examine 
the ground of this accuſation they had laboured 
to turn the world from darkneſs to light, from Satan 
to God; they laboured to bring the people from ido- 
latry, from worſhiping the idols that had no life, 
that thay might come and ſerve the living God. It 
was for this good work the apoſtles were counted the 
off- ſcowering of all things, and became a ſpectacle 
to men and angels ; yet remember it was by theſe 
inſtruments, in the hands of the Lord—that we 
who are of the Gentile race enjoy the glorious light 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt : we are favoured with 
many heavenly ſavings of him ; who has declared, 
e he that heareth my words and doeth them, I will 
liken him to a wiſe maſter builder, who digs deep 
and lays his foundation upon a rock, that when the 
winds blow and the rains deſcend, the houſe ſtood.” 
Read thou the ſtate of thoſe that heard the word 
and did them not. Chriſt alſo faid, „he that does 
my commandments ſhall know of my doctrine whe- 
ther it be of God or of men,” This was one of 
his commandments, to make clean firſt the inſide 
of the cup and platter, and the outſide will be clean 
alſo; mind this, doctor, and be no longer deceived, 
neither any longer attempt to deceive others in pre- 
tending that Water Baptiſm is the way to introduce 
them into the church of Chriſt. There is no other 
way but by him who is the door: Chriſt is the 
door, and whoever climb up any other way are 
thieves and robbers, there are many of thoſe who 
have got by ſtealth into the houſe, which they call 
the houſe of God, who will not own them for his 
ſervants : the Lord will take to himſelf his great 
power, he will turn out theſe thieves and robbers, he 
will take the honeſt hearted children out of their 
EE hands 
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(34 2) 
hands under his own immediate care and protection, 


and chooſe from among them bis own ſervants, that 
ſhall from diſintereſted love feed the flock of God. 
My foul rejoiceth under a ſenſe of the great work 


which is upon the wheel. — A fire will be kindled in 


Sion, and a furnace in Jeruſalem, that ſhall burn up 
the briars and thorns that incumber the Lord's 


ground, that ſtand in the way of his own precious 
| ſeed, which he has ſown, and which he will cauſe 


to ſpring up in the hearts of many thouſands : the 
trumpet will be ſounded upon the mountains of Baby- 
lon ; her merchants ſhall mourn becaule the people 
will buy of their wares no more : the mountains of 


the kingdom of Babylon ſhall be deſtroyed by the 
ſtone cut out of the mountain without hands. O 


what an out-cry, what lamentation will theſe mer- 
chants make; how will they lift up their voices, 


how are we ſubverted, how are we overthrown ! 


ruin and deſtruction is come upon our government, 


3 


our ſtate, our kingdom is utterly laid watfte. Is 
not thy voice, thou little merchant of Babylon, an 
emblem of. the great out cry there ſhall be amongſt 


thy bretlicen? weep and how], for thus faith the 


Lord, I will touch the mountains and they ſhall 


{ſmoke at my preſence; I will touch the hills, and 
they ſhall become as duſt ; I will raiſe up an army 
that ſhall be terrible to the workers of iniquity ; J 


will ariſe in my ancient power to the bringing down 


of ſpiritual wickedneſs ; in high places my hand 


ſhall be upon every idol, upon every image man has 


made, by his own wiſdom and e ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts. 


Look to thyſelf, my friend, and examine the 


foundation of thy houſe, which according to the 


view 


„. 
view I had of it laſt evening, or early this morning, 
I tay, according to my view of thy building, it 
has no good foundation to itand upon ; very dange- 
rous indeed to build upon rotten pillars. My advice 
to thee, my friend, in great love and deep ſympathy, 
is to alk my maſter (if thou knoweſt where to find 
him) what thou ſhalt do with thy old houſe. I do 
aſſure thee, in his name, it will tall, therefore take 
my advice, who am thy true and faithful friend, let 
let thy Levite ſay what he will to the contrary, 
thou mayeſt depend upon my word, I have no earthly 
advantage in view, I have thine and thy companions 
welfare at heart, both in time and in eternity, and 
I ſhould rejoice to ſee you made inſtrumental in the 
hands of the Lord to the converting of thouſands ; 
but if you would be of real fervice to mankind, you 
muſt ceaſe from man, and have your dependence 
alone upon the Lord : remember the ſtate of thoſe 
that truſt in man, and make fleſh their arm; and 

allo of thoſe whoſe truſt is in the Lord, whoſe God 
the Lord is ; theſe ſhall be as trees planted by the 
river's fide, that ſhall bear fruit in due ſeaſon. _ 
To return again, my friend, I have recommended 
. thee to apply to my maſter for advice (if thou canſt 
find him), aſk not thy parſon, leſt he ſhould direct 
thee wrong; if he ſays, Io ! here he is in this moun- 
tain, in this ceremony, in this ordinance of Water 
Baptiſm; if he tell thee he is in the ſecret chamber 
in the exalted notion and fleſhly imaginations, be 
lieve him not; go not after him but believe the ſon 
of God, who declared the kingdom of heaven is in 
man, and whatſoever is to be known of God is ma- 
nifeſt in man, and whatſoever maketh manifeſt is 
light ; therefore look no longer without, but turn 
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ſacred writings, aſk wiſdom of God. 
of love, I pray to the moſt high it may not be in vain, but that his 


(36: 


thy mind to the light of the ſpirit of God, in the center of thy own 
oul, hearken and hear what Chriſt, the good ſhepherd, ſaith unto 
thee, the ſpirit of truth is come to lead into all truth; be ſtill, O 
ye iſles, and let the people renew their ſtrength; be ſtill, and know 
thut I am God, who am of purer eyes than to behold iniquity in 
* or tranſgreſſion in Iſrael; with approbation the Lord will 

e worſhipped out of a pure heart, and *tis only the pure in heart 
that can ſee him, come and behold the brightneſs of his ariſing; the 
day is dawning, the ſhadows are flying away, come from the den of 
lions, from the mountain of leopards, the Lord has not appointed 
theſe beaſts of prey to be teachers of his children; or ſhepherds over 
his flock or miniſters in his church. Come with me to the hill of 
frankincenſe and the mountain of myrrh, come and partake of the 
life and of the ſubſtance, eat of the bfead of life, drink of the 
blood, and cat of the fleſh of Chriſt, who is the life ; pray to the 
Almighty to give thee an ä into the myſteries of the 


believe this is a viſitation 


word may accompliſh the purpoſe for which it is ſent. O that the 


whole bulk of mankind was weaned from man, and had their de- 
eee alone upon the Lord; he would teach them heavenly 


nowledge, and make them to underſtand divine doctrine ; but alas, 
alas! men have turned themſelves from the Lord, and refuſed him 
to be their teacher, their leader, & have choſen. to themſelves teachers 
having itching ears, and they love to have it ſo continually learning, 
and if they come no farther than man they will never find out God; 
man by wiſdom knows not God, neither by all his ſearching in his 
own ſpirit can find him out. The Lord is calling to the children of 
men to ſeek him, to feel after him who is not far away from any of 
us; in him we live and move and have our being; we are his off- 
ſpring, were we obedient children he would dwell with us and teach 
us, and lead us by his holy fpirit out of all error into all truth; we 
ſhould not need that any man {ſhould teach us, for the holy anoint- 
ing, the divine unction, which is truth, would teach us all things. 
The day is at hand wherein light will break forth, the light of the 
ſpirit of God will ſhine through the darkneſs that has covered the 
minds of the people in the dark night of apoſtacy ; the ſon of God 
will come in the clouds of heaven, in power and in great glory, to 
puniſh all thoſe that obey not the Goſpel, 


Io return again, doctor, examine upon what foundation thy | 
faith is built; whether it ſtand in the wiſdom of words or in the 


power of God : words will ceaſe but the power of the Lord en- 
dureth for ever. I do teſtify that all ceremonies are of no avail, ex- 
cept the ſoul of man center unto the word and ſpirit of God; *tis by 


this man muſt be covered, for woe was to thoſe that covered them- 
ſelves, and not with the Lord's ſpirit, that took counſel and not of 


him. If J. Hunt had taken counſel of the Lord, he would not 
have condemned an innocent man unheard, and expoſed him to the 
cenſures of the ill- natured, and the arrows of the blind bigot. I do 


not 


3 
fot write by way of complaint, but that mankind might not be led 
by their blind guides unul they fall into the pit of error and deluſion, 
I believe the power of the Almighty is my ſhield, his name has 
been unto me a ſtrong tower, which I have been permitted to run 
into in every time of trial, and found ſafety; if the Lord be with e, 
altho* an army ſhould encamp againſt me I will fear no evil; by 
him I ſhall run through a troop, therefore let the inſtruments of the 
prince of the power of the air ſhoot again and again, bend your 
33 and point your arrows with all your ſtrength, caſt your fiery 
darts, yea throw at me your fiery brands, gather them from the fur- 
nace of your fiery zeal, all you ſons of duſt, who are pleading for 
the ſhadow, who are beating the air and catching nothing but wind; 
1 pity. theſe, & the call of the Lord my maſter to theſe is truſt no lon- 
ger in lying vanities, believe not thoſe falſe prophets, who preach for 
hire, and divine for money, but come and buy without money milk 

and honey ; come and drink of the heavenly oilflowing from Chriſt, 
the rock; come to the Lord, the fountain of living waters, drink of 
the waters of life freely; this 1s the evil the Lord has beheld in the 
children of men, they have forſaken him, the fountain of living 
waters, and hewn out to themſelves ciſterns that will hold no water 
(or bare profeſſion), broken ciſterns indeed: that contain not the 
waters of life; they pretend to be believers in the ſon of God, yet 
regard not his doctrines, whoſe promiſe is to all that aſk of him he 
will give them living waters, that ſhall be in the ſoul a well ſpringing 


up unto eternal life: aſk and you fhall receive, ſeek and you ſhalt 


find ; ſeek a treaſure in your own hearts, the pearl of great price is 
hid therein ; put thy trult no loager in man, but in the Lord. It is 
for this end \ 

children of the Lord, and run the ways of his commandments. 
There was a high proſeſſing people formerly, who ſaid they were the 


children of Abraham; they were told if they had been Abraham's 


children they would have done his works; but, ſaid the ſame holy 
tongue, you are of your father the devil, and his work ye will do. 
How far this paſſage may be applied with truth, either to John 
Hunt or Joſeph Proud, or to myſelf, I leave the public to judge, as 
by the fruits the tree is to be known. Thus far I can, in truth, 
declare, my intention has been both the welfare of Joſeph Proud 
and his diſciples ; I deſire they may become the followers of Chriſt 
in reality, not only in name, but be made partakers of his divine 
nature; the command is waſh ye, make clean, ut away theevil of 
your doings from before my eyes, faith the Lord, and I will receive 


pou and make you veſſels of honor in my houſe. The houſe of the 


ord mult be built with precious ſtones, that have been ſquared by 


his heavenly hand; the Lord will have a habitation for his glory to 


dwell in, Sion ſhall be eſtabliſhed, Jeruſalem ſhall become the praiſe 
of the whole earth. I write in faith, in full aſſurance of the accom- 
liſhment of theſe truths. The word of the Lord is going fort 


h | 
his call is to the north give up, and to the ſouth keep not back, l 
will, faith the Lord, bring my ſons from far and my daughters from 


the 


labor, that the children of men might become the 
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the ends of the earth; many ſhall come from the eaſt and from the 
weſt, and fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the king- 
dom of God, and many of the children of the kingdom {hall be caſt 
out. 
I want to draw to a conchiſion. I can truly ſay I feel nothing 
but love in my heart for John Hunt, and freely forgive him in pub- 
Iithing untruths to the hurt of my reputation, my Lord and maſter 
Jeſus Chriſt, was deſpiſed, ſpit upon, buffetedl yea he was called Bel- 
zebub, the prince of devils; if they did theſe things unto the maſ- 
ter, what mult the poor ſervants expect? But all power is given to 
thoſe that follow Chriſt, and ſubmit to his holy government, over 
ſerpents, ſcorpions, yea over all the powers of the enemy, and if 
they drink any deadly poiſon they {hall not be hurt thereby. Theſe 
remarks may tend to encourage ſome of the little ones that are ex- 
en to many dangers, to many engagements in the cauſe of 
truths. | | 
Again, to return to thy text, doctor, to ſubvert a man in an evil 
cauſe, to overturn an evil ſtate, to pull down an old houſe whoſe. 
foundation 1s rotten, 1s a good work : to labour to deſtroy the king- 
dom of Satan in man, to break down all his ſtrong holds, entirely to 
lay waſte, overturn every mountain, every fortified city, every high 
tower, this is a good work, this is the work of a divine power; it 
was for this end the fon of God was manifeſted that he might deſtroy 
the works of the devil; he came not to ſend peace to any of the inha- 
bitants of his kingdom, altho* many in days that are palt covered 
themſelves in faints apparel, made a fair outſide appearance, yea 
they garnithed the ſepulchre of the prophets, yet were in the fame 
ſpirit of thoſe that put the prophets to Tach. Chriſt, the heavenly 
light, ſaw into the infide of theſe hypoczites ; he told them they 
were whited walls, painted ſepulchres, but within they were full of 
extortion and exceſs ; miſerable deception indeed: under a pretence 
they made long prayers, yet devoured . widows houſes. Was it 
not, think ye men of underſtanding, a good work, that ſuch a pack 
of deceivers, of thieves and robbers, ſhould be turned out of the 
houſe of the Lord ? which was to have been a houſe of prayer, but 
behold it became a den of thieves ; theſe were thoſe that made a great 
ſhew in religion, the prieſts, the elders, the ſcribes and Phariſees, 
theſe were the greateſt deceivers ; they neither entered the kingdom 
of God themſelves, or ſuffered thoſe who would; they ſtrained at 
a gnat, and ſwallowed a camel; they paid tythe of mint and cum- 
ming, yet neglected the weighty matters of the law, mercy, truth, 
and judgement. Were it not a noble work to overturn ſuch a wicked 
| Nate, todeſtroy ſuch a wicked kingdom? thoſe mighty men, in the 
| ſhow, in the form, in the ceremony their language was. Have any 
of the rulers among the Phariſees believed on him; that is, on Chriſt, 
+ but only thoſe that they falſely ſaid were accurſed, that knew not the 
law? O! the ſpiritual pride, the high mindedneſs of theſe ſervants 
of Satan, theſe deſpiſers of the little diſciples of Jeſus, the humble 
ſervants of the living God, who raiſed them up by his ewn eternal 
power 
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4 
power to proclaim war in their maſter's name againſt the man of ſin, 
the fon of perdition, who had exalted himſelf in the temple, in the 
hearts of the children of diſobedience, above all that was truly called 
God; power was given to theſe deſpiſed little ones to declare war 
againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs, in high places, againſt all the ſtates, the 
principalitics of the power of darkneſs. No wonder theſe ſervants 
of the rno't high God were called ſubverters in that day, turners of the 
world uplide down, preachers of ſtrange doctrines, peſtilent fellows, 
not worthy to have any place to ſet their feet upon on the face of the 
earth, Bring theſe things home, doctor, and buy eye ſalve that thou 
mayeſt ſee with thy own and not with theeyes of thy Levite ; remem- 
ber how zealous a poor blind man was in his day, who thought he 
was doing God ſervice when he was perſecuting his children; 
he was ſet on by the Prieſts, for he had letters from the Chief Prieſt ; 
this blind ſon of duſt made mad work of it, as moſt blind mortals da 
in the dark; read the account and know of a truth, that the Prieſts 
in all ages have been the greateſt ſtirrers up of perſecution: tis the 
breath that has been blown through their ſpouts that has kindled the 
greateſt flames, in which the bodies of many thouſand innocent 
ſheep, innocent lambs of the heavenly fold, have been burnt to death: 
theſe blind zealots have put bear ſkins on the backs of theſe lambs, 
and then fet their dogs to worry them : they have called them by as 
many evil names as their evil nature could invent, to anſwer their 
own evil wicked purpoſe. Be warned, ye blind zealots in this day, 
who are itealing the words of the apoſtles, and making: merchan- 
dize, to the deceiving of your poor blind deluded fallowers : my. 
fout mourns for theſe while I am writing, and by divine help I will 
in my maſters name labour to {trip and diſcover upon what founda- 
tion theſe ſervants of the mammon of unrighteouſneſs are building, 
upon theſe lazy drones who are feeding themſelves to the full, while 
the flock are ſtarving for want of heavenly food ; theſe that are 
fleecing the flock, growing rich by their trafficking upon the mighty 
waters (the people are the waters); hear, you merchants of Baby- 
lon, the word of the Lord concerning, yon, I will open the eyes of 
the people, I will take them out of the hands of your idle ſhepherds, 
under my own care and protection, I will cauſe light to break forth 
out of obſcurity, and bring many ſons and daughters unto glory, I 
will cauſe both the rams horns and the ſilver trumpet to be ſounded 
upon your mountains, ye merchants of Babylon, and ye ſhall mourn, 
yea howl and weep bitterly, and there ſhall be none to pity you ; you 
{hall drink deep draughts of my ſore diſpleaſure, yea, all you who 
have been worſhiping the beaſt, receiving his mark in your forcheads, 
or fecretly in your hands, all ye under whatever name that have re- 
ceived the mark of your falſe prophets (the worſhippers of the beaſt 
and his image), you that have been baptiſed and dipped into their 
_ ſpirits, made partakers of their natures, joined unto ſpirits which 
are adulterated from me, ſaith the Lord, my call is to the children 
of men through my ſervants ; come out of Babylon, my people, be 
not partakers of her fins, that ye partake not af her plagues ; this is * 
| | | the 
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che beginning of ſorrows to the falſe prophets, to thoſe who are ſteal- 
ing their neighbours words, who are crying up the practiſe of the 
apoſtles, but living a life contrary to their doctrines ; theſe read & un- 
derſtand not, they learn and teach, yet neither themſelves or hearers 
are able to come to the knowledge of the truth, as it is in Jeſus, 
until they obey his doctrines, that is, to lay down their lives for his 
name ſake, and experience a death unto fin, and a new birth unto 


righteouſneſs ; come ye children of men, be ye ſtript of all your own 


righteouſneſs, lay aſide all your preaching, and praying, and ſinging, 
in your own will and time, and in your own wiſdom; this is but filthy 
rags, & an abomination in the ſight of him who is of more 
pure eyes than to behold iniquity with approbation, or ſin with any 
allowance ; altho' you may deceive man under falſe pretences, yet 

ou cannot deceive the Lord of hoſts, the God of the ſpirits of all 
leſh, who will raiſe up and ſend forth many of his choſen ſervants, 
as lambs among wolves who ſhall run to and fro in the earth, until 
the knowledge of the Lord covers the earth, as the waters cover the 


fea; yea, the Lord, my maſter, will call many from among the 


teachers of the people in this nation, and he will put his word into 


their hearts which ſhall be as afire to kindle an holy flame of pure love 


ta God and to their fellow creatures, ye ſhall go forth with your lives 
in your hands, or rather in the hands of the Lord, to turn men 
from darkneſs to light, from Satan unto God, who will eſtabliſh his 
own kingdom, and of whole government there ſhall be no end. 
Bleſſed are thoſe eyes that fee the fulfilling of the prophecies of the 
ſervant af the moſt high in the ſacred writings of the holy ſcrip- 
tures ; ſeek ye children of men, be not ſatisfied until you come and 
ſuck at the breaſt of divine conſolation ; drink no longer of the mud- 
dy waters of your falſe prophets, but experience for yourſelves a 
drinking of the waters of life, out of your own ciſterns, drink of the 
living ſprings of the waters of life, in the centre of your own fouls, 
look no longer without to man, but turn your face towards the Lord; 
let your dependence be alone upon him, in whom are the trea- 


ſures of wiſdom, in whoſe hands are riches, yea divine riches and 


righteouſneſs for evermore. _ 

My advice to John Hunt, Joſeph Proud, and their friend in 
White-Lion Lane, is to be careful to have their ciſterns waſhed with- 
in fide ; let them be thoroughly cleanſed before they ſend forth any 
more waters for the public to drink, that for the time to come the 


people may not be defiled with ſtinking, muddy ſtuff, fit for neither 
food or drink. To the public I appeal to judge between us. It is 


poſlible theſe veſſels may be of uſe when they are cleanſed.— hope 
my labor upon them will not be like waſhing black-a-moors white; 


if fo, I have ſpent my time to little purpoſe upon them. I hope 


the people will receive ſome benefit by this labour of love beſtowed 
upon them: if not, I have done my duty, and mult leave the event. 
arewell. 15 5 


EL 
As the foregoing anſwer was written before John Hunt's 
pamphlet was piibliſked, I could not be biaſſed by reſentment. 
II propoſe to make a tew remarks on both John Hunt's and Jofeph 
Proud's pamphlets, and leave the public to judge. J. Hunt has 
charged me witli delivering words little leſs than poſitive blaſphemy, 
pretending that I made the apoſtles act in direct oppoſition to the ex- 
preſs orders of their maſter. Go, ſaith Jeſus, and baptiſe—how ? 
why not with water? faith this man—that was John's Baptiſm.—I 
anſwer, John faith, I indeed baptiſe you with water, Acts. ch. i. v. 4. 
And being aſſembled together with them, Jeſus commanded them 
that they ſhould not depart from J eruſalem, but wait for the promiſe 
ot the father which, ſaith he, ye have heard from me; for John truly 
baptiſed with water, but ye ſhall be baptiſed with the Holy Gholt 
not many days hence. It is as clear as the ſun that ſhines at noon- 
day, which none can deny, except the blind, that water was the 
baptiſm of John. I will produce another ſubſtantial evidence, viz. 
Peter, Acts IIth. And as I began to ſpeak, the holy ſpirit fell upon 
us as at the beginning, then remembered I the word of the Lord, 
how that he ſaid, © John indeed baptiſed with water but ye ſhall be 
baptiſed by the holy ſpirit.” Having ſuch a cloud of witneileſs who 
bore teſtimony water was John's baptiſm, I conclude, it John 
Hunt condemn me for ſpeaking the truth, the public will bring me 
in innocent, that I am likely to eſcape with my life. —Again, Fon 
Hunt ſpeaks for me as if I ſid the apoſtles were to baptiſe with fire. 
This they could not do as you heard fairly and ſcripturally proved by 
your miniſter, J. Proud, who repeatedly declared that noman ever did 
or could baptiſe with the Holy Gholt and fire. If I am enabled to 
prove this, I ſhall prove J. Proud's declaration to have no foundation 
in the truth, and conlequently him to be no miniſter of Chriſt. 
For the ſake of the honeſt hearted inquirer, 1 will freely convey my 
ideas of this goſpel doctrine. Firſt, John, a man ſent of God, bears 
this teſtimony of Chriit, whom he declares to be mightier than he, 
that he ſhall baptiſe you with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire; and 
_ Chriſt ſaith unto his diſciples—All power is given unto me in hea- 
ven and in earth: it was in this power he commanded them—go ye 
therefore and teach all nations, baptiſing them in (or into) the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching 
them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded you and lo! 
I am with you always even unto the end of the world. It is clear 
he that -ommanded the apoſtles to go and teach and to baptiſe went 
with his miniſters, as in the foregoing paſſage is ſet forth“ the 
Holy Gholt fell upon us as at the beginn'ng””—Mind this paſſage, 
chriſtian reader, the. power of God accompanied the words ſpoken 
under the immediate influence of the holy ſpirit kad ſuch a won- 
derful effect as Peter teſtifies the holy ſpirit fell on them. I do 
teſtify the living miniſtersof Chriſt are baptiſed by him, and to theſe 
he gives power to baptiſe into the name of the Father, Son, & Holy 
Ghoſt, and as the ſervants of God are in the diſcharge of their duty 
in {peaking, in preaching, in and under the influence of the 9 
| wor 
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( 42 ) 
word, which is powerful. This word being life, qtickens and 
makes, alive unto God. I bear this teſtimony : I have many times 
experienced the heavenly baptiſing power of God attending his living 
miniſters, among the people called Quakers ;—t fay again, I have 
witneſled many times the heavenly baptiſing power of God to at- 
tend the living minifters among them, that has broken and melted and 
tendered the hearts of the humble and dependant children. The 
children of the Lord are baptifed, immerged, leavened into, & made 
partakers of the divine nature; as many as are baptiſed into Chriſt 
they have put him on, and as they have put on the new & heavenly 
man, they have put oft the the old and earthly man, with his deeds 
that are corrupt. Theſe are the living branches of the heavenly vine, 
which are illuſtrated by the ſimilitude in the ontward vine that has 
many branches; they all partake of its nature and virtue, by which 
they become fruitful. Thus it is with every branch taken out of the 
wild olive, who are grafted into the heavenly vine, Chriſt the power 
of God. Thoſe who live in this divine principle are lea vened into its 
heavenly nature; it is theſe Who partake of its virtue and power, 
hy which they bring forth fruit to the prazfe of God, and herein 
is their heavenly father glorified. —FThis living, holy, keaven- 
ty, divine principle, that is a pure influence flowing from the glory of 
the Almighty, is the unſpotted mirror of the power of God, in which 
is ſeen, as in a glaſs, the inviſible things of the kingdom of God, 
the heavenly key that uſflocks, that unfolds the myſteries of the king- 
dom of heaven to babes amd fucklings ; except a man be born again, 
and become as a little 0 he can in no wiſe enter the kingdom of 
fight and love, in which enly true peace, comfort, and confolation 
1s to be enjoyed. The apoſtle ſaith the inviſible things from the crea- 
tion of the world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things 
that are. —This may be underſtood when the underſtanding is enlight- 
ened by the inſpiration of the fpirit of the Almighty : tis from this 
fountain fire! © wiſdom flows into the underſtandings of the children 
ot · wiſdom, light is breaking forth, the ſhadows are fleeing away; come 
ye children of men, and behold the brightnefs of the ſun of righteouſ- 
neſs, and feel its divine virtue, as it is by the light and heat of the 
fun, in the out ward creation, that trees and plants grow and become 
fruitful ; in like manner it is to be underſtood im a fpritual ſenſe that 
God, who's the heavenly ſun, the fountain from whence all heavenly 
light and divine heat doth proceed, it is only by this divine power and 
virtue the plants of the Lord's right hand planting can grow, and 
bring forth fruie. As to the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, J underſtand is to fet forth both the inviſible power of the 
divine being, and of the fon in whom this divine light was maniteſ- 
ted, and of the holy ſpirit, a manifeſtation of which is given to 
every man. The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a little leaven 
hid in three meaſures of meal, until rhe whole is leavened as in the 
outward vine ; the root, the vine and branches are all one, yet vari- 
ons manifeltations, fo the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are all one 
divine Almighty power, which no foul can comprehend or e 
| but” 
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but by a degree of that light that proceeds from the father and forime- 
tain of light, If we walk in this light, as God is in the light, then 
have we tellow!tip one with another, and the blood of Jelva clean- 
ſes from all ſin {not elementary Water). Thus according to my mea- 
ture 1 have in childlike {implicity laboured fo ſet forth the necellity 
of the children of men, to witneſs an inward change, that they may 
experimentally fay with the belivers formerly, "Titus 3 chap v. F. 
© According to his mercy he has faved us by the wathing of regene- 
ration, and renewing of the holy ſpirit which he ſhed upon us abun- 
dantly through fetus Chriſt our Saviour” —Fhis pailage plainly 
points forth the baptiſm that ſaveth is by the waſhing of regenera- 
tion. Man muſt be regenerated, and horn again by the renewed 
operation of the holy ſpirit. J do teſtify this is not effected by that 
which 1s elementary, but by the heavenly divine power, which the 
Lord abundantly ſheds on all thoſe that receive the truth in the love of 
it. It is the fon of God, who is the heavenly light that lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world, he came to his own, and his own 
received him not (this was the cauſe of rejection, or in other words 
of reprobation), but as many as received him to them he gave power 
to become the ſons of God, even to them that believe in his name, 
which were born not of blood, nor of the will of the fleth, nor of 
the will of man, but of God—know of a truth, friendly reader, 
nothing ſhort of experience, through the powerful operation of the 
fpirit of God, a death unto fin, and a new birth unto righteouſneſs, 
a being renewed up into the heavenly image, it is thoſe whoſe gar- 
ments ave waſhed in the blood of the lamb, thoſe whoare leaveneck 
and made partakers of the nature of him who is holy. _ = 

The reader mult not expect F ſhould follow J. Hunt through all 
his pages, I will not anſwer charges without proof, or abuſe 
without cauſe, nor return railing for railing; I have done him no 
harm; the greateſt enemies are thoſe of his own houte ; J refer him 
to my anfwer written from my dream, it may ſerve him as a glaſs in 
beholding the ſtate of thofe high profetlors, of thoſe ſtrict obſervers 
of forms, ſhadows, and ceremonies, thoſe pretenders to be the chil- 
dren of God. 3 + „„ 
TT requeſt my friend John Hunt to remember the ſtate of ſome 
great pretendess, who pleaded they had caſt out devils in the name 
of Chriſt, and that he had taught in their ſtreets ;—theſe were great 
boaſters, but little doers ; Chrilt, for whom they pretend great love, 
told them, when I was hungry ye fed me not, thirſty ye gave me no 
drink, ſick and in priſon and ye viſited me not, in asmuch as ye have 
not done it to one of my little ones, ye have not done it to me, de- 
part from me. If this be the portion of thoſe that relieve not the 
ſervants. of the Lord, what muit thofe expect that evil treat, that 
revile, deſpiſe; - thoſe that defpiſe the ſervant deſpiſe the maſter; this 
deſpiſing diſpoſition ariſes from the ſpirit of pride in unmortified na- 

ture; the proud the Lord beholds afar off. Farewell, 


— — —— 
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&1 think it right to make a ſhort reply to John Theobald, who ſhel- 
tered himſelf at the back of John Hunt, caſt his arrows, threw his 
fiery darts in his blind zeal, and took upon him to ſpeak for the 
Apoſtle Peter, as though he would have addreffed me in the manner 
he did one Simon Magus. To this I anſwer, Peter was a man of 
honor, he would not ſpeak an untruth, as to tell me I was in the gall 
of bitterneſs, he would have known better; take this change and 
divide it among yourſelves, for Simon Magus was a believing baptilt, 
Acts 8. v. 13—And Simon himſelf believed allo, and when he was 
baptiſed, &c.— Think of this paſſage you who plead to ſtrong for 
being immerged into water: its cvident this wrought no inward 
change in the heart; this baptiſt was in the gall of bitterneſs, and in 
the bond of iniquity ; probably he was a parſon, a learned man; for 
it ſeems, v. 9 he uſed ſorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria. 
I adviſe thoſe who inhabit the inountain of Samaria, a barren pro- 
feſlion, leſt any man ſhould deceive them; Simon had the voice of 
the people ſaying this man is the great power of God. While the 

eople look to man, they are in danger of falling into error and de- 
#750 My labour in love 1s, that the eyes of the people may be 
unto the Lord alone, whole call is, look unto me all ye ends of the 
earth, and be ye ſaved. | | 


$I ſhall now proceed to make a few remarks upon Joſeph Proud's 
pamphlet, not in his way—to charge without proof. I leave this work 
to him, and to his malter Hunt. I cannot help ob erving his miſ- 


quoting my words in his appendix, charging me with ſaying, © ex- 


cept a man be born again of the water and the ſpirit, he cannot en- 
ter, &c. that 1s (ſays 1 Bouſell) except ye are born of the fire and 
the Holy Ghoſt:“ This is not true, and if J. Proud has the leaſt 
chriſtian modeſty left in his countenance, he mult bluſh for ſhame. 


My words are in page 12 * except a man be born of the water and 
the ſpirit {or in other words), except a man be baptiſed with fire and 


the Holy Ghoſt, or except a man be converted and become as a little 
child, he can in no wile enter the kingdom of heaven.“ To mi{quote 
a man's words, and pervert his meaning, does not manifeſt the fruits 
of the ſpirit ot truth.—Again he calls me © a wonderful expoſitor, 
how much is the world indebted to me, never did we know before 
that water is fire.“ I am not accountable for his ignorance, the chil- 
dren of wiſdom know that neither of the words fire and water, in 
thoſe paſſages, relate to elementary water or material fire, are only 
figuratively ſpoken to fet forth the powerful cleanſing and purifying 
nature of the ſpirit of God in the foul. He goes on and ſays,“ 
Again he tells us, that the great apoſtle Paul knew nothing about 
baptiſing the chriſtians with elementary water; to which he adds, 
* in my opinion is as great a falſhood as John Boulell could have 
uttered.” My words concerning Paul are, “ ſceing that it pleaſed God 
toreveal his fon in him, he conferred not with fleth and blood, but 
gave up to the heavenly viſion.—Obſerve, this man received his 
knowledge by the revelation of the ſon of God in him, yet he had 
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no knowledge of any duty to baptiſe the chriſtian believer with ele- 
mentary water.” "The apoſtle declared he was not lent to baptiſe, 
but to preach the goſpel : this will clear me, and conſequently fix the 
charge of falſhood upon himſelt. Again, o. Proud miſrepreſents my 


addrefling him. He ſays, I told him I came to vitit him from 
the Lord. I anſwer I went to pay a religious viſit, and told him 
that as I came along it aroſe in my mind to remind him of the words 
Chriſt ſpoke to his diſciples, whoever hear you hear me, feceive you 
receive me, reject you reject me.—A candid man will {tate a matter 
fairly and truly 


As men of falſhood do good memory need, 

So he who blaſts his neighbour ſhould take heed 
To mix his poiſon up with won'drous art, 

That none may ſee the malice of the heart, F. P. 


In the year 1786 Joſeph Proud, in public print, gave me the cha- 
racter of a man of unimpeached reputation, ſtrict probity, and up- 
right morals—Again in 1787 he gives mea good teſtimony, as may be 
feen in the beginning of the ſixth letter—the public will be at a loſs 
whether to credit Joſeph Proud in 1786, or 1787 or in 88; except 
he can prove that I am not the ſame John Bouſell. I leave him to 
extricate himſelf out of this difficulty with honour. 

Again he ſays, I hope I ſhall never forget to treat with candor and 
chriſtian affection thoſe who differ from me in judgement, it muſt 
evidently appear to thoſe who read the two next pages, that this man's 
memory is very treacherous, except he can prove unjuſt accuſations, 
charges without proof, be candid, and if calling by many evil names 
without cauſe, if a proud deſpiſing ſpirit be chriſtian affection, then 
he muſt be allowed the title of a candid man, and an affectionate 
chriſtian. Spin. af 


So anxious were you that you could not ſtay, 
To have ſome real ground for what you ſay. 
So he who ſeeks to ſhare enduring praiſe, 
By low ſcurrility and ſcandal's ways, 

And tries to gain his little ſelf applauſe, 
By running counter to religion's law— _ 
That man will ſurely find, or ſoon or late, 

Contempt and infamy his certain fate. Id. 


The apoſtle Paul faith unto you, my brethren, 1 Corinth. v. 6. 
Your glory is not good; know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the 
Whole lump ; purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a 
new lump ; for even Chriſt, our paſſover, is a ſacrifice for us, therefore 
let us keep the feaſt not with the old leaven, neither with the leaven 
of malice and wickedneſs, but with unleavened bread of ſincerity 
and truth: mind this paſſage, brethren, plead no longer for the out- 
ward ceremony, but come and partake of the bread of life; Chriſt, 
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the power of God, is the heavenly bread that nouriſheth up the ſoul 
unto eternal life, thoſe that are baptiſed by him with the holy ſpirit, 
theſe are leavened into his holy nature, thefe are men and women öt 
integrity, men fearing God, eſchewing evil and doing good ; the 
meat and drink of theſe 1s ta do, not their own, but the will of their 
heavenly father ; come with me my brethren, to the houſe of the 
Lord, to the mountain of the God of Jacob, he will teach us of his 
ways, let us walk in his paths, his ways are ways of pleaſantneſs and 
all his paths peace. Neceſſity has conſtrained me to deal plainly and 
honeſtly with you: I freely forgive you as I hope to be forgiven, 
and in unfeigned love bid you farewell in the Lord. 


— — 
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— — 


T*HE Author informs the reader, that by reaſon of an engagement 
1 with three men (I did not ſay cowards), I had not room to 
make the remarks I intended upon the ſtar John ſaw fall from hea- 
ven tothe earth. I will juſt obſerve, it ſeems to me to relate to thoſe 
miniſters who appear to the people to be more heavenly than others 
(mind this, ye teachers among the diſſenters), but are moving in their 
own earthly wiſdom, not in the heavenly orb, the power of God : 
more of this in the next pamphlet, which will ſoon be publiſhed 
under the title of The Trumpet ſounded upon the Mountains o 
thoſe Merchants of Babylon that have taken upon them the office 
of Teachers to the members of the Church of England, and to 


thoſe who go under the name of Preſhyterians and Independants ; 
alfo a Viſitation to the people called Methodiſts, and fome remarks 


upon the primitive and preſent ſtate of the people called Quakers ; 
with a ſerious Addreſs to the Magiſtrates and Inhabitants of the 
City of Norwich, with a faithful Warning of a ſuffering time at 
hand to prove the foundations of the inhabitants of this nation.” 
Written in love by one of the leaſt of the Lord's ſervants, 


JOHN BOCGSELL. 
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